Introduced by Council Member Gulliford: 

RESOLUTION 2016-814
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING THE ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS AND THE CITY’S COASTAL CONSULTANT, OLSEN ASSOCIATES, INC., FOR THEIR QUICK AND COOPERATIVE RESPONSE TO THE CITY’S REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF A BEACH RESTORATION CONTRACT TO ENCOMPASS RESTORATION OF SAND DUNES DAMAGED OR DESTROYED BY HURRICANE MATTHEW; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, on the 7th and 8th of October, Northeast Florida suffered the effects of Hurricane Matthew as the eye of the Category 2 storm passed just 40 miles offshore from Jacksonville’s beaches; and


WHEREAS, the effects of winds, tides and storm surge did substantial damage to Jacksonville’s protective sand dunes, leaving many portions of the coastline unprotected from the power of the sea and extremely vulnerable to damage from future storms; and


WHEREAS, fortuitously, a dredging company under contract to the Army Corps of Engineers was already at work restoring Jacksonville’s beaches prior to the hurricane’s arrival and was available and willing to undertake the task of pumping additional sand to restore the dunes; and

WHEREAS, that contractor could only be used if a contract revision and scope expansion could be completed quickly enough to allow the company to complete both the original contract and the additional work before its equipment was scheduled to leave for its next job; and

WHEREAS, through the outstanding efforts of the City’s coastal consulting company (Olsen and Associates, Inc. and especially its Vice President and Senior Engineer Kevin Bodge) and the Army Corps of Engineers and its project manager, Jason Harrah, evaluation studies were quickly made, specifications developed and a contract revision and expansion negotiated in record time to allow the contractor, Great Lakes Dredging, to begin dredging and pumping the additional sand required to restore the dunes to their previous protective condition; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks Kevin Bodge and Olsen Associates, Inc. and Jason Harrah and the Jacksonville district office of the Army Corps of Engineers for their yeoman’s efforts in quickly and efficiently navigating the requirements of federal environmental and procurement regulations in order to facilitate the immediate restoration of the sand dunes at the Jacksonville beaches in a manner that quickly protects the coastal communities and also saves the City of Jacksonville the cost of hiring and mobilizing a new dune restoration contractor. The efforts of all involved, including the Mayor’s Office and Finance and Administration Department, are tremendously appreciated.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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